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Sanhedrin - tractate of Babylonian Talmud ("Bavli"), old oral text 1st - 6th
century CE

=" AIN 2”1 1°7710

712017 92 13187 227 9K OK 727 0K RI7I0 12 ROK 727 0K
TR WM X7 202 .1070W %) ‘7:773 157X 1012 wn by
ZIT1IR 79X 117 DN 27N

1D 2727 R9X 27 107 X2 R907*K (ORYRU? 727 727 XN
37103 7277 273K IR .07, WM WN 22 0nway 173X
TmIYn

277 RMIX 27 77 0K 7272071 *TTOX "DRIR RIWIT 01 107N
"W R 72 MR C07WIN WINR 71137 737137 N2 PR
[121] 73727 ;1737 27 1AKRT TN 2772 NPX 22720 PR 11T
DT7 103 101 71 .0K2Y 72 17D 11721 ,0°R W K12 11803 WK
”7:715 031 1% mwv’v 0°TRIA DWW ,07pDR NX 137 N
-n:: 0w ’7;7 mm"? 1&5’71 -mm: w-mm‘? 1’1’1137 mu m:
20w WInn M0 K 7112 .5m1050

Sanhedrin 42a:3-5

And Rabbi Aha bar Hanina says that Rabbi Asi says that Rabbi Yohanan
says: anyone who blesses the month in its time, it is as if he greets the Face
of the Divine Presence. It is written here “This month shall be for you the
beginning of months” (Exodus 12:2), and it is written there, at the splitting of
the sea: “This is my God and I will glorify Him” (Exodus 15:2).


https://www.sefaria.org/Sanhedrin.42a.3-5
https://www.sefaria.org/Sanhedrin.42a.3-5
http://docs.google.com/Exodus.12.2
http://docs.google.com/Exodus.15.2

The school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: If the Jewish people merited to greet
the Face of their Father in Heaven only one time each and every month, it
would suffice for them. Abaye said: Therefore, we will say the blessing
while standing.

Mareimar and Mar Zutra would lean on one another’s shoulders and
recite the blessing. [...] The full version of the blessing is the version of Rav
Yehuda. As Rav Yehuda says: Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the
Universe, Who by His word created the heavens, and by the breath of his
mouth all their hosts. He set for them a law and a time, that they should
not deviate from their task. And they are joyous and glad to perform the
will of their Owner; they are workers of truth whose work is truth. And to
the moon He said that it should renew itself as a crown of beauty for those
He carried from the womb, as they are destined to be renewed like it, and
to praise their Creator for the name of His glorious kingdom. Blessed are
You the Lord, Who renews the months.

the Shulchan Aruch (Rav Yosef Karo) is a Sefardi halachic work from 16th century -
with the addition of Ashkenazi commentary from the Rema (Rav Moshe Isserles) it's
widely considered authoritative
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https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.426.2

AWoWw IR (770) (727972) TR 17910 W R 177 19
1127 71%17 7172 PNIW” 22% 7170 210 1270 07nYD

2190 IINT 13 217 INW DWI I0INT TTIID 070V 3 1717 14T
5"1 1772177 I0INT 0°YD 1 13 1977 JAND Y7501 131 0170y
9012 1221101 (110) SNIWS 21T 20wt (MW T 1730) 770 019w
WINNT? TAY1 133227 SWwind 1maonw 021 °n oNIw? 700 117

. 17" RITW 710933 (727072 000 ONIw? noJ91 10103

Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 426:2

We should only bless regarding the moon on motza'ei Shabbat, when one is
perfumed and one's clothes are nice.

Rema: and this is specifically when motza'ei Shabbat is before the 10th of the Hebrew
month, in this case we wait until motza'ei Shabbat. However, if it's after this we
don't wait to motza'ei Shabbat, lest there are 2 or 3 or 4 cloudy nights and the moon
is invisible, and the time to bless passes. And when we bless the moon during the
week, it's good to put on nice clothes (T"H chapter 35).

We don't sanctify the moon before Tisha b'Av or before Yom haDin (Maharil), and
when Yom Kippur goes out we bless it, since then we exist in a joyful state - but not
when Tisha b'Av goes out, or any other fast (my own opinion), and we don't sanctify
it on motza'ei Shabbat which falls on Yom Tov (Maharil, laws of Yom Tov).

And one fixes their eyes and straightens their legs and blesses (Standing) (Tur)
and says three times: "A good sign it will be for all of Israel, Blessed is your
Creator etc."

Rema: and dances three times towards it, and says "Just as I dance, etc", and says
"Fear and terror will fall on them, etc" (Shemot 15:16), and again backwards, "Like a
stone they will be, etc" three times, and says to one's friend three times "Peace be
upon you" (Hagahot haChadashot), and responding to this greeting is like saying it


https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.426.2

(Tur). And we are accustomed to say "David, King of Israel, lives and exists", since
his kingdom is compared to the moon and will in the future be renewed like it. And
the assembly of Israel will return and cleave to her Husband, who is the Holy Blessed
One...

Magen Avraham (Rav Abraham Abele Gombiner), commentary on the
Shulchan Aruch, 17th century Poland
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Magen Avraham 426:8

And fixes his eyes. And in the Sh'lah and in the notes, there are some who are
accustomed not to look at the moon except for the first time that one sees its
standing, and after this it's forbidden to look at this.

Mishnah Berurah (Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, the Chofetz Chayim) is a
synthesis of commentaries on the Shulchan Aruch, Poland, 19th century
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Mishnah Berurah 426:14

And dance, etc - the acharonim wrote that one should be very careful not to
bend one's knees to dance, in order not to seem like one is bowing to the
moon. Rather, one should lean on one's toes and dance.

Additional Sources


https://www.sefaria.org/Magen_Avraham.426.8
https://www.sefaria.org/Magen_Avraham.426.8
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berurah.426.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berurah.426.14
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Kaf HaChayim on Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 426:36:1

'Blessed is your former' etc. Blessed is your former [yotsreich], blessed is
your maker ['oseich], blessed is your blessed is your founder [koneich],
blessed is your creator [boreich] - and your mnemonicis Ya'akov, and it's a
reference to him. (Tur)
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Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 64:3

(3) There are some who forbid marrying on erev shabbat or Sunday. Itis a
stringency put in place to prevent a violation of shabbat during the wedding
feast. There are those who are lenient regarding this practice. The minhag is to
marry women on erev shabbat, as long as the bridegroom prepares for the
wedding feast for three days before the wedding. A place that does not have a
beit din except on Monday and Thursday, a virgin should marry on
Wednesday so that if there is a claim on her [someone claims she is still
married], they can go to the beit din. The minhag of the wise ones was that
one who was marrying a previously married woman should marry her on
Thursday so that he could celebrate with her for three days - Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday, and return to work on Sunday. (Rema: There is a custom to only


https://www.sefaria.org/Kaf_HaChayim_on_Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.426.36.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kaf_HaChayim_on_Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.426.36.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Even_HaEzer.64.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Even_HaEzer.64.3

marry at the beginning of the month when the moon is getting fuller, Ran end
of chapter arba mitot. See also yoreh deah siman 179)
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Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De'ah 179:2

(2) We have the custom to not begin things on the second or fourth days of the
week (Monday or Wednesday) and we only take wives during the full moon.
[Comment of Rema: And therefore, we have the custom as well to begin study
on Rosh Chodesh, because even though there is no divinatory benefit, there is
a symbol (SM"K 136). What a person knows to be inauspicious, they should
not do, and they should not rely on miracles. However, one must not
investigate this matter, because one should be "wholehearted" (Responsa of
Ramba'n 286) as will be explained.]
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Kaf HaChayim on Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 426:42

There, in a note: and he says 'fall upon them' etc.

Three times forwards to save the kingship of briah yetsirah asiah from the
shards, and backwards to send the shards onto the haters of Israel to subdue
them.

2N 271 PRTTI0 DY RN


https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Yoreh_De'ah.179.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Yoreh_De'ah.179.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Kaf_HaChayim_on_Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.426.42
https://www.sefaria.org/Kaf_HaChayim_on_Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.426.42
https://www.sefaria.org/Meiri_on_Sanhedrin.42a.2
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Meiri on Sanhedrin 42a:2

... we only bless the moon on motzei Shabbat when one is drunk and one's
clothes are nice ... dances three dances towards it, and says "just as I dance and
am unable to touch you, so should all who dance towards me not touch me -
fall upon them fear and trembling, etc.," and one should say this in a mode of
prayer and not a mode of cursing and muttering, God forbid, rather a mode of
prayer and entreaty, and a mode of awakening and observing God's wonders
and capability in the newness and the change in nature, and to punish rebels
and care for the good.

Isabel Bard
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