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When We Don’t Respect Our Leaders
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When We Don't Respect Our Leaders

Jeremy Tabick
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Rajak and Noy, “Archisynagogoi: Office, Title and Social Status in the Greco-Jewish Synagogue,”’

The Journal of Roman Studies, Vol. 83 (1993), p. 84

We find in many clubs and associations echoes of that honour-driven pattern of office-distribution
which increasingly characterizes the cities [of the Hellenistic east—JT] themselves. What this means
is not, of course, that titles and positions were necessarily void of content, or that they were in their
nature purely honorary, in the sense that empty titles were bestowed on some while others did the
work. What is involved is in fact a fundamental and obvious feature of Greco-Roman society, which

may be summarized under four heads:

1. Administrative ‘jobs’ required little expertise or investment of time compared with modern

assignments.

2. The primary criterion for appointment was not competence; any definition of recognized

merit would have to incorporate extraneous, social factors.

3. There was a markedly close correlation between social standing and appointment to high

position.

4. Beneficence played a major role in getting chosen and in the performance of the office itself,

making wealth a sine qua non.

VaYikra 19:32

Before grey hair, you should stand,

you should honour the face of an elder,
you should fear your God,

I, YHVH.

Talmud Yerushalmi Bikkurim 3:3 / 65¢-d

I. The extent of the mitzvah

Rabbi Yose bar Rabbi Bun in the name of Rabbi Huna bar Hiyya:

Come and see how great is the strength of those who do
mitzvot, since before an elder they do not stand, but before
those who do mitzvot they stand!

Rabbi Yose bar Rabbi Bun said: Those who stand before a
corpse, they are not standing before a corpse but actually
before those who are occupied with the funeral.
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How many times does a person have to stand before an elder? ?|?7 190 TINY? 1"I¥ DT NNdD TV
Shimon bar Va in the name of Rabbi Yohanan: Twice per day. D'MYy9 INI' '20 0YA X1 N1 [IynY
Rabbi Lazar said: Once per day. .DI"2 NNKX DY9 IR 1TY7 20 .01l
But is it not taught: Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: From where :mIXx 2Ty |2 [lynw 21 N D XY
[do we know that] one does not have to go to trouble for a ni7 TMn ?nMor X Pt ran
elder? That’s why it says, “elder, fear your God, | am YHVH!?” v 1?70 ar 'R N et
According to the opinion of Rabbi Yohanan, this is fine. N'MYT 7Y XN NPT AMYT
According to the opinion of Rabbi Lazar, he should not stand at DY D DIt X7 Y7 AT
all?!
Rabbi Ya’akov bar Aha in the name of Rabbi Lazar: That one ATY7 '20 DWA KNX 12 2py' N
who sees a group of elders should not pass by them such that [IN'AIZ N2V ['20T XNY'0 'MN" X771
they would stand before him. 2 a7 miprT
Just as they disagree here, so too they disagree about greeting [7170 [N )2 XD 717N [nw Dwd
(salutatio). .017¥U N7'RwA
Rabbi Hizkiyah, Rabbi Hanina bar Rabbi Abahu in the name of INAX '20T N2 NN Y ApTn M
Rabbi Abduma from Haifa: For an elder, four amot; when he T |77 :N9'N |NT XNITAX '21 DWA
passes, he sits for him. A high priest, anyone who sees him NINWN 7IT2 |ND .17 2w’ 12y NIk
[stands] until he is hidden from him. .1N D021 XINY TYI INRIN
What'’s the reason? “When Moshe left to go to the tent, the N7NRN NWUN NXRYD Nt ?78nyo Nn
entire people stood” (Shemot 33:8). Anii (N7 nmw) "oyn 7 mip
Two Amoraim: One said [this is] for praise and one said [thisis] AKX TN NAW? MK TN - MK N
for shame. The one who said for praise—“See this righteous N7'TY MmN - QYWY T'n XY
one and merit.” The one who said for shame—*“See his thighs, TN ,'PYW 'TN - 'R127 Tl o1l
see his belly, he eats from what is the Jews’, he drinks what is SNTIN' N NY RTINS N 79K ,'WD
the Jews’, everything that is his is the Jews’” XTI N NN D

The ark is facing the people, the priests are facing the people DYN '97D 023ND2NI1 DY '97D 179 [INKR

and Israel their face is facing the holy. TN '9'7D DN19 R
Said Rabbi Lazar: The Torah does not stand before its child. NTAIY NN 'R TY7 120 X
Shmuel said: They do not stand before a colleague. D'TAIY 'R NK 78INY .11 1190
2N 19n

Rabbi Hila [and] Rabbi Ya’akov bar Iddi were sitting. Shmuel bar [N TR N2 apY a0 X7'D N
Va passed by and they stood before him. [n 17 MpI X2 11 78my "ay e
mp
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He said to them: You have made two mistakes! One, since | am
not an elder; another, since the Torah does not stand before its
child.

Rabbi Ze’eira said: Rabbi Aha would interrupt and rise because

he was careful about this teaching, as it is taught: The writers of

scrolls, tefillin and mezuzot interrupt for recitation of Shema but
do not interrupt for the Amidah. Rabbi Hananyah ben Akavyah
says: Just as they interrupt for recitation of Shema, so too they
interrupt for the Amidah, tefillin and the other mitzvot of the
Torah.

Hizkiyah bar Rabbi used to wear himself out studying the Torah.
He would go and sit before the assembly house in order to see
elders and stand before them.

Yehudah bar Hiyya used to go back and forth to pay respects to
Rabbi Yannai his father-in-law every Friday. He would sitin a
high place in order to see him and stand before him.

His students said to him: Is it is not the law, Rabbi, “For an
elder, four amot?”

He said to them: There is no sitting before Sinai.

One time he was late. He said: Itis not possible that Yehudah
my son changed his practice. He said: Itis not possible that
troubles have afflicted this righteous body. It seems that we no
longer have Yehudah bar Rabbi!

[When] Rabbi Meir saw even an am ha-aretz elder, he would
stand before him. He would say: Itis no accident that days are
lengthened.

Rabbi Hanina would strike anyone who did not stand before
him and say to him: Do you want to annul the Torah!?

Rabbi Simon said: “Before grey hair, you should stand, you
should honour the face of an elder, you should fear your God, I,
YHVH”—I am the One who put “standing before an elder” first.
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When the nasi enters, all the people stand before him and none 1191 n*mIy Dyn 75 0121 X'WINWD

of them have permission to sit until he says to them, “Sit!” K'Y TY QW7 [An TRR? NIYA |'RI
[When] the head of the court enters, they make for him rows. 1w n%
He can enter from either side. NXY  NNIY 17 'y 0101w T AN

.IT2 0121 N¥N IT2 0111

[When] a sage enters, one stands and one sits, one stands and AYI' TANI TAIY TNX 0101¥ DDN
one sits, until he arrives and sits in his place. AW YIANY TY QWP TRRIE TAIY TNNI
i 17

Rabbi Meir used to go to the assembly house. When all the NTYII N7 770 7' nIn A'kn N0
people saw him, they would stand before him. When they A 17 'R 07 "N Xy D il
heard this teaching, they sought to do [the text’s procedure] for [IV2 "IN RN DN [IVRY T mIp
him. He was angry and left. He said to them: | learnt that they NN .07 7911 0VD LD N7 TavNY
ascend in holiness but do not descend! N7 UTI?A |"7unY mynw 17
JTIm

II. Appointments

They wanted to appoint Rabbi Ze’eira but he did not want to WA K71 NN 1y i X1t
accept it. When he heard this teaching: “For a sage, bridegroom 2N XYIN NN YnY T 7Y 7an
or nasi—greatness atones,” he accepted his appointment. 72 .N9On N7ITa - X'l NN L,00N
NMaNn Ny

A sage? “Before grey hair you should stand and you should 119 NNTNI DIPN N2'Y 190" 700N
honour the face of an elder.” What is written afterwards? DONX DA DI" ?2nMna amd on LT
“When a convert lives in your land, you shall not oppress him” NN (27 ow) "INIXK 2N X7 D¥IRa 2
(VaYikra 19:33)—just as a convert is forgiven all of her sins, so DON QX 'MW 722 2y 17 '7nim "an
too an appointed sage.” A ' 917 1*7nim ninniv
A bridegroom? “Esav went to Yishmael and married Mahlat, X N IRy IR 1wy 71" ?Inn
Yishmael’s daughter” (Bereishit 28:9). Was Mahlat her name!? .(0:n> N'wXNI) "IRYNY' N2 N7Nn
Wasn’t Basmat her name!? (see Bereishit 36:3). Rather, he was NNY Nnwa X701 7nnw n7nn DI
forgiven (nimhalu) all of his sins. 25 17 17NN X7X ?(2:17 n'wxl)
Amny

A nasi? “One year-old was Shaulin his reign” (1 Shmuel 13:1)—  7ximw) "1D'ma 721Ikw v 2" ?7x'wen
was he a one year-old!? Rather, his sins were forgiven like a one 17nniw X7x ?0'n mw 2 D1 (KA X
year-old child. NI 2 2D iy D19
Rabbi Manna cursed those who were appointed for money. .02 "InnnT |"7'X7 77 xan "

Rabbi Immi applied the verse to them “You shall not make for ~ 'n7x1 0> 'n7X" In"7Y K7 MK N
yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold” (Shemot 20:20). (3> nmw) "nd7 Iwyn X7 ant
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Rabbi Yoshayah said: And the robe thatis on them is like a

donkey saddle!

Rabbi Shayan said: Those ones who are appointed for
money—they do not stand before them, nor do they call them
“rabbi,” and the robe that is on them is like a donkey saddle!

Rabbi Zeira and one of the rabbis were sitting [and learning].
One of those who was appointed for money passed by. That
one of the rabbis said to Rabbi Zeira: “We shall occupy
ourselves in our learning and not stand before him.”

Ya’akov of Kfar Gevurayya translated: “Ah, you who say, ‘Wake
up’ to wood, ‘awaken, to inert stone! He teaches?”—Does he
know how to teach? “He seizes gold and silver, but there is no
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spiritinside him”—No, he is appointed for money (lit. silver) and 721" ,';mnn'x X012 X7 - "q0d1 2NT

he knows nothing! “But the Eternal in His holy abode”—this is
Rabbi Yitzhak bar Lazar in the Gate Synagogue of Caesarea!

Habakkuk 2:19-20

®Ah, you who say, “Wake up” to wood,

“Awaken,” to inert stone!

Can that give an oracle?

Why, it is encased in gold and silver,

But there is no breath inside it.

2But the Eternal in His holy Abode—

Be silent before Him all the earth!

Rabbi Ammi asked Rabbi Simon: Have you learnt that they
appoint elders (zekeinim) outside Eretz Yisrael?

He said to him: | have learnt that they do not appoint elders

outside Eretz Yisrael.

Rabbi Levi said: This is nothing other than an explicit verse!
“Son of Man, the house of Israel dwelling on their land”
(Yehezkel 36:17)—thus all of your dwelling can only be on your

land.

The rabbis of Caesaerea said: They appoint elders outside Eretz
Yisrael with the understanding that they return.

1N ,0170 0N X7 "D 'R NN
22'0a " nran Imva "Mnix
NNY'O ITY7 1 PNy " RN TR
JN0T KNNTN

>-0':2 PIan

NY'n YY'7 MK in ™

DIT N7 WY

mi' I

9921 2NT WI9N XN

iR 'R T

iUTR 72102 i

YIRDT72 1790 0N

['INNY NN :[In*o M7 7R mr "
?%"na o

2"N2 D'PT N 'RY vy (YR

DTN 2" XIN K70 X K7210:17 "R
"DNNTNR 7Y DY XY N

7w N 7D - KL (7017 IRpTNY)
ANNTR 7V KR RN RY

D'PT ['2NN AKX [N0'PT PN
Irn? n"v 7'na

Page 6 of 8

3P



1T

When We Don't Respect Our Leaders o I—I-F]Dm
Jeremy‘rabick TORAH - AVODAH - HESED
Rabbi Yitzhak bar Nahman was in Gaza and they appointed him N101 NTYA NIN AN N2 PNy’ M
with the understanding that he return. TN n'"y
Rabbi Zemina was in Tyre and they appointed him with the AITN7 n"y NN X fmn xmt

understanding that he return.

Also Rabbi Yonah was in Pitka and did not receive upon himself 1"?y 7'aj7 X721 XpPn'o2 nin narr 1 qix

an appointment. He said: “Until they appoint me as ‘rabbi,” , ) "MNAT AT TV NR ,RINNN

and he was appointed ‘rabbi. 1 nami
Rabbi Hama said: Yehudah ben Titus was in Rome and they NIN 0I1V'0 A XTIN' :(]2) XAN "X
appointed him with the understanding that he return. 2TNT Ny Nl N2
Shimon bar Va was in Damascus and he appointed children [IINN'XI 070N T NIN NI M |IynY
though he was not appointed. JINN'R KT NIDE DM 'PT

Shimon bar Va was an expert in everything about pearls buthe 722 xn'727n2 'pa NN RiEM Ivnw

did not have a loaf of bread to eat! Rabbi Yohanan used to nine,"m 77y 07 nin X7
apply the verse to him, “But the sages (hakhamim) have no D0'MdNY7 X7 Da1" 17V M N N
bread” (Ecclesiastes 9:11). He said: “Anyone who doesn’t 'R M 75 K (R0 N70R) "onY
recognise the deeds of Avraham should recognise the deeds of NYynN 1 DNNAX 7V I'yyn 1N
this man’s ancestors.” T 79 'miax
Shimon bar Va was in Damascus and Rabbi Abahu sent him a DI7ON T NIN NI M [IyNY
letter. He gave him one of his grey hairs (seivah) in it [saying,] XTN IN2AX "2 N7 N7WI [o170NT]]
“Because of this grey har, rise and go to Eretz Yisrael! Who ['A2 ,NI12 N'N'0 N N7 2N LRI
threw dust in your eyes Rabbi Yohanan?—Abahu of the (low NYIX'7 170NN DI XN20 |'7'X
quality) cloak is appointed, Shimon of the (high quality) cloak is 17 )'YN 9y N m R
not appointed?!” [PN"27] n'mi2an 1nax ?pane

I?790N'R X7 KM9YNT IVAY NN

Ill. Rome vs. Torah
Talmud Bavli Baba Batra 10a . NON2 X221 732 TInn

And this is the question that [Quintus] Tineius Rufus the wicked NX ywan 019N01M10 7RY N7RY ITI

one asked Rabbi Akiva: If your god loves the poor, why does he ,NIN 0"y 2NIN DD'N7X DN (V"M
not provide for them? 7001191 'K NN 19N
He said to him: In order that we be saved through them from ¥ N1 N2 KR 71w T 7R
the judgement of hell. .01N"A
He said to him: [The opposite!] This makes you liable for hell! I !Dana% parnnw it [,na0TR] :7"x

will tell you what this is like. To what is the matter similar? To a ?0n1T2Th N7 ,7wn 317 7iunk
mortal king that was angry with his slave and threw him in gaol, 1wanI 1Tay 7y oy>w 0TI Ywa 7Y
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commanding that no one should provide for him food or water.

One person came and provided for him food and water. When
the king heard, would he not be angry with him?! And you are
called slaves, as it is said, “For the Israelites are My slaves!”
(VaYikra 25:55).

Rabbi Akiva said to him: | will tell you what this is like. To what
is the matter similar? To a mortal king that was angry with his
son and threw him in gaol, commanding that no one should
provide for him food or water. One person came and provided
for him food and water. When the king heard, would he not
send him a gift?! And we are called “sons”, as it is written, “You
are YHVH your God’s sons” (Devarim 14:1).

He said to him: You are called sons and you are called slaves.
When you do God’s will you are called sons, and when you do
not do God’s will you are called slaves. And now, you are not
doing God’s will!

He said to him: Thus he says, “[This is the fast | desire...:] Isit
not to give your bread to the hungry, and to bring the wretched
poor [into your] house?” (Yeshayah 58:7). When does “the
wretched poor [into your] house” [apply]? Today, and he said,
“Is it not to give your bread to the hungry?”
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